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How the Madrid System works

The International Trademark Registration Process
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The applicant must 

have a connection (entitlement) with a member through 
nationality, domicile or place of business (“a real and 
effective industrial or commercial establishment”) – Office 
of origin (OO)

have a “basic mark” (application/registration with the OO)

submit an international application through the OO

Requirements for using the Madrid System
3
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Role of the Guernsey Registry as 
Office of origin

Provide advice to local business and industry

Certify the international application and send it to WIPO

Remedy irregularities with the international application

Keep track of basic mark during the 5 year pendency 
period and notify to WIPO any ceasing of effect of the 
basic mark

Forward official forms to WIPO on behalf of the holder
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The international application

Must mirror the basic mark:

same applicant

same mark 

the goods and services (G&S) must be within the scope 

of the basic mark
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The international application
6
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The international application
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No special formalities, requirements or documents to appoint a representative

Only one recorded representative per international application / registration

Communications sent exclusively to the representative, not to the applicant

Representation before the Guernsey Registry is outside the scope of the 
Madrid System
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When the basic mark is an application pending before the Guernsey 
Registry, the application number and date shall be indicated  

When the basic mark is registered in the Guernsey Registry, 
indicate only the registration number and date
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You can claim priority if it is less than 6 months from the date of the 
earlier filing

If the earlier filing only relates to some of the G&S listed in item 10,
indicate those covered by the earlier filing

It is possible to claim priority from several earlier filings/applications
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Two-dimensional and 
graphical or 
photographic
reproduction of the 
mark
Reproduction must be 
identical to the basic 
mark
Provide reproduction 
with sufficient quality for 
recording, publication 
and notification
Mark may be typed, 
printed, pasted, etc.



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Standard Characters 

Mark in standard 
characters can be either 
word(s), letter(s), 
numeral(s) or a 
combination of these

A standard character claim 
can only be made in the 
application

ROMARIN
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Color Mark

8484
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Color Mark  

A color or combination of colors 
is used to distinguish G&S of one 
enterprise from another

It is not that the mark is in color 
nor that color is claimed

Can only be claimed if also 
claimed in the basic mark

In many jurisdictions, color, as 
such, may not be registered as a 
mark
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Where colors are considered to be an essential part of the mark and 
claimed as a distinctive feature, describe the colors claimed in words

You may include a reference to an international color classification 
system, such as Pantone, RAL, RGB or NCS

8:  Color(s) Claimed  
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Transliteration & Translation
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9(c):  Mark has no meaning 
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9(d):  Special Type of Mark

Where the mark is a collective, certification or guarantee mark, 
send the regulations governing the use of a collective, 
certification or guarantee mark to the DCPs that require such 
regulations, not to WIPO.
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9(d):  Special Type of Mark
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Disclaimer
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10: Goods and Services

Indicate the G&S for which the mark is to be protected 

The G&S must be within the scope of the basic mark (they 

can be narrower, but not broader)

Indications should be grouped in the appropriate classes of 

the Nice Classification, preferably using terms of the MGS

26
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.

.
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Limitation of the List of G&S

There may be different limitations for different dCPs

The G&S must be within the scope of the basic list (they 

can be narrower, but not broader)

Indications should be grouped in the appropriate classes of 

the Nice Classification, preferably using terms of the MGS
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Item 11:  Designations
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11: Designations
Some CPs have certain requirements, for which specific information may 
need to be provided on the MM2 form or on a separate form   

The European Union:

Check the box to indicate a second language before the Office of the 
European Union: English, French, German, Italian or Spanish.  

Possibility of claiming seniority from earlier registrations (Form MM17)

The mere fact of designating Brunei Darussalam, India, Ireland, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Mozambique, New Zealand, Singapore, Trinidad and Tobago or 
the United Kingdom is taken as a declaration of intention to use 

United States of America: Form MM18 Declaration of intention to use the 
mark
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12:  Signature by the Applicant or his 
Representative
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Item 13:  Certification and Signature by the 
Guernsey Registry
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Certification by the Office of origin
35

Certify that the particulars of the MM2 correspond to those of 
the basic mark:

The applicant is the same as the owner of the basic mark 

The mark is the same as the basic mark 

The goods/services are covered by the basic mark

That any claims also appear in the basic mark: 
claims that the mark is a color, 3-D, sound, collective, 
certification or guarantee mark appear in the basic mark

colors claimed are also claimed or appear in the basic mark
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Certification of MM2

If the MM2 meets the requirements

The Guernsey Registry signs and sends it to WIPO

Within 2 months from the date of receipt

If the MM2 does not meet the requirements

the Guernsey Registry shall not send it to WIPO
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Fee Calculation
37

Basic fee:
B/W 653 CHF

Color 903 CHF

Standard fees:
Complementary 100 CHF

Supplementary* 100 CHF

* per class beyond 3

Individual fees 
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Methods of payment

Current account at WIPO

Credit card

Bank transfer

*https://www.wipo.int/finance/en/madrid.html

38



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

How the Madrid System works

The International Trademark Registration Process
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Role of WIPO

WIPO Performs a procedural role examining formalities, 

such as 

The information set out in the application 

Classification of G&S (Nice)

Classification of figurative elements (Vienna)

Fees
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Role of WIPO
WIPO will

Register the mark in the International Register

Publish the mark in the WIPO Gazette

Inform the Guernsey Registry as Office of Origin

Send a certificate to the holder/representative

Notify the Offices of the CPs designated
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Notice of irregularity
If the formal requirements are not met, WIPO will send  a 
notice of irregularity to the Guernsey Registry and the 
applicant

The notice will specify:

Type of irregularity

How to remedy this

The time limit (3 months) to remedy, and 

Who would need to respond – the Guernsey Registry or 
the applicant
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Rule 12: classification of G & S

G&S are not properly classified

Proposal from WIPO 

Guernsey Registry to remedy within 3 months

WIPO will send a reminder after 2 months

Consequence: Proposal made by WIPO prevails
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Rule 12: Example
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Rule 12: Consequences
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Rule 13: Indication of G&S

Too vague, linguistically incorrect or incomprehensible

Suggestions from WIPO 

Office of origin to remedy within 3 months

Consequence: If no satisfactory proposal from OO, 
original term is inscribed with a note from WIPO
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Rule 13: Example
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Term incomprehensible – Rule 13(2)(b)
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Rule 11: Miscellaneous irregularities

Entitlement, basic mark/priority, missing fees, etc. 

Notice from WIPO (3 months time limit)

Office of origin, applicant or both to remedy

Consequence: If not remedied, the international application 
is abandoned (exceptions for certain irregularities)
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Rule 11: Example
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Date of the IR

Date of reception of the international application by the 
Guernsey Registry, if received by WIPO within 2 months

If received after the period of 2 months, then the date of 
registration will be the date of receipt in WIPO

The date of IR may be affected if the following substantive 
elements are missing: Identity of the applicant, 
designations, the mark or the list of G&S

The date of IR will be the date the last missing element 
was received by WIPO
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Name and 

address of the holder

Name and 

address of the representative
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Information

Note for filing form MM2 and Madrid Application 
Assistant

How to file your international application

Member Profiles Database

Fee Calculator and Fees and Payments

Madrid Goods & Services Manager
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Questions?
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Thank you
aurea.plana@wipo.int

Contact Madrid: https://www3.wipo.int/contact/en/madrid/


